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1.0 INSPECTION 

The annual inspection of the Sunflower Electric CCR landfill was performed on January 
7, 2021 by Emily Vsetecka, Manager, Environmental and Laboratory Services. The 
purpose of this inspection is to comply with the CCR rule. 

2.0 DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY OF LANDFILL 

2.1 General Overview 
FGD materials, fly ash, and bottom ash produced by the plant are disposed of in the 
Holcomb Landfill. These materials are delivered to the landfill by truck. 

2.2 Location 
The Landfill is located approximately 1.0 mile north of Holcomb Station. The plant is 
located five miles south of Holcomb, KS in the north Half of Section 29, Township 
24S, Range 33W. 

2.3 Landfill Description 
Holcomb Station operates (1) CCR industrial landfill called Holcomb Common 
Facilities, LLC. Holcomb has the only industrial landfill in the western part of the 
state. The Landfill accepts CCR material along with basin sludge, baghouse bags, and 
concrete. The landfill consists of multiple phases with Phase 3A as the current, active 
phase.  

The Landfill includes an area of approximately 292 acres with a landfill footprint of 
190 acres. 

2.4 Performance History 
There are no reported incidences of slope failure on Phase 3A. 

2.5 Construction History 
The plant has disposed of CCR in Phase 3A of the landfill since May, 2013. 

2.6 Review of Operational Records 
Design, construction and the results of weekly inspection reports were reviewed for the 
annual inspection. 

2.6.1 Design and Construction Information 
The landfill area is approximately 292 acres with a landfill footprint of 190 acres 
and a volume of 18,169,000 cubic yards. Phases 1, 2A and 2B of the landfill no 
longer accept waste, Phase 3A is the current, active phase for disposal. 
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2.6.2 Results of Weekly Inspection by a Qualified Person 
The landfill is subject to periodic inspections by the Sunflower Electric 
environmental staff. The 2020 inspection reports were reviewed. The inspector 
observed any maintenance required on the landfill, any erosion on the slopes and 
vegetation on the inactive phases. Repairs were made to the erosion on the 
inactive phase slopes and hydroseeding was completed on those slopes and 
Phase 2 cap. The disposal pit walls were also built up for the scheduled outage 
work and scheduled basin cleaning. These inspections are documented and 
retained by Sunflower Electric. The weekly inspections by the environmental 
staff are appropriate for compliance with the CCR rule. A sample of 
Sunflower’s Inspection Form can be found in Appendix B. 

2.6.3 Results of Previous Annual Inspections 
The previous annual inspection conducted under the CCR rule for Holcomb 
Landfill did not indicate any concerns. This report and other pertinent reports 
and data will be available at the following website: 
http://sunflowernet.azurewebsites.net/sunflower-electric-documents/.  

3.0 FIELD INSPECTION OF HOLCOMB LANDFILL 

A field inspection was conducted on January 7, 2021 by Emily Vsetecka, Manager, 
Environmental & Laboratory Services of Sunflower Electric.  

A photograph log documenting the landfill at the time of the inspection is presented in 
Appendix A. The Annual Inspection checklist is presented in Appendix C.  

3.1 General 
The field inspection was performed by Emily Vsetecka. The inspection took place 
by driving around the active landfill to identify any areas of concern and to provide a 
baseline for future inspections. 

3.2 Volume of CCR 
Sunflower estimates the amount of CCR in storage at the time of the inspection to be 
399,386 tons and approximately 348,049 cubic yards. 

3.3 Actual or Potential Structural Weaknesses 
There were no appearances of actual or potential structural weakness or existing 
conditions that are disrupting or have the potential to disrupt the operation and safety 
of the CCR unit. 

http://sunflowernet.azurewebsites.net/sunflower-electric-documents/
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3.4 Observed Changes 
This is the sixth annual inspection conducted under the CCR rule for the Holcomb 
Landfill. Normal disposal activities were taking place on the landfill at the time of 
the inspection. The landfill has had 50,073 tons of CCR placed in the landfill since 
the last inspection. Repairs were made to the erosion on the inactive phase slopes and 
hydroseeding was completed on those slopes and Phase 2 cap. The Phase 3A waste 
pit had been expanded to accommodate the waste from the 2020 scheduled outage.   
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Inspection Photographs 
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Photo 1:  Entrance road to Phase 3A 

 

Photo 2:  Phase 3A looking east. On top of waste pit. 
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Photo 3:  Contact water ditch for Landfill looking west 

 

Photo 4:  East end of contact water ditch to evaporation basin 
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Photo 5:  On access road around Phase 3A 

 

Photo 6:  Looking south from access road around Phase 3A 
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Checklist for Annual Inspections of CCR Landfills 

Annual structural stability assessments shall be conducted to document whether the CCR unit 
has been designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in accordance with Federal Register  
Vol. 80, No. 74, Rule §257.84(b).  The assessment must identify any structural stability 
deficiencies associated with the CCR unit in addition to recommending corrective measures with 
respect to items one (1) through three (3) listed below.  If a deficiency or a release is identified 
during the assessment, the owner or operator of the unit must remedy the deficiency or release as 
soon as feasible and prepare documentation detailing the corrective measures taken.   

The checklist is intended to provide general guidance to comply with the minimum requirements 
for the annual structural stability assessment of CCR Landfills.  The annual inspection should be 
completed and certified by a qualified professional engineer (i.e., an individual who is licensed 
by the state where the CCR Unit is located as a professional engineer to practice one or more 
disciplines of engineering and who is qualified by education, technical knowledge and 
experience to make the specific technical certifications required under this subpart).  The 
following checklist items should be addressed: 

1. Review of Operational Records (as applicable) including: 

☐   Design and Construction Information 
☐   Results of Weekly Inspection by A Qualified Person 
☐   Results of Previous Annual Inspections 
☐   Other Documents:    
Comments:   
   
     

2. Conducted a visual inspection of the CCR unit to identify signs of distress or malfunction 
of the unit and appurtenant structures.   
Note: the Weekly Inspection form(s) may be used to facilitate the visual inspection augmented for site 
specific conditions. 

☐  Yes  ☐  No Comments:    
☐  N/A      

3. Compiled an inspection report addressing items one (1) and two (2), above, in addition 
to: 

☐   Changes in geometry of the CCR Landfill since the previous annual inspection. 
☐   Approximate volume of CCR contained in the CCR Landfill.  Storage capacity of 

the CCR Landfill structure at the time of the inspection. 
☐   Any appearances of actual or potential structural weakness of the CCR Landfill. 
☐   Any existing conditions that are disrupting of have the potential to disrupt the 

operation and safety of the CCR Landfill and appurtenant structures. 
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☐   Any other changes which may have affected the stability or operation of the CCR 
Landfill since the previous annual inspection. 

Comments:   
   
   
   
       

 
 
Name of Qualified Professional Engineer: ___________________________________ 
 
License Number:    ___________________________________ 
 
Date of Inspection:    ___________________________________ 
 
Signature:     ___________________________________ 
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